
Why Africa-China 
Dialogue Platform 
(ACDP)?

The recent Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) on 6th, December 
2015, held in Johannesburg, South 

Africa, unveiled that China’s investment in 
Africa increased from $ 22 billion in 2012 to 
$32.35 billion in 2014 with over 3000 Chinese 
companies operating across the continent. 
As trends indicate Chinese Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) is increasing at a rapid rate. 

A balanced assessment of 
Africa-China relationship 
is pertinent and timely 
as the partnership offer 
opportunities yet confronted 
with some challenges. This 
necessitates a demand to 
understand the partnership 
between Africa and China, 
and creating a dialogue 
platform to leverage the 
partnership for poverty 
alleviation and creating just 
societies both in Africa and 
China.



Chinese development assistance to Africa is another important feature of 
the nation and continent’s growing relationship. In 2010-12, China provided 
$14.4 billion of development assistance, half of which was provided to 51 
African countries through more than 2,500 development projects, with a 
total of approximately $7.5 billion. Most notably investing in infrastructure, 
telecommunication, energy generation and supply, manufacturing and 
industry as well as agriculture. In the recent FOCAC, China pledged an 
additional $60 billion as a development fund to African countries. A 
balanced assessment of Africa-China relationship is pertinent and timely 
as the partnership offer opportunities yet confronted with some challenges. 
This necessitates a demand to understand the partnership between Africa 
and China, and creating a dialogue platform to leverage the partnership for 
poverty alleviation and creating just societies both in Africa and China.

Objectives of the Programme
The objective of the programme is to encourage and facilitate a constructive 
engagement and dialogue of citizens, policy makers, researchers and other 
stakeholders on the growing partnership between Africa and China. We 
expect to generate knowledge in order to influence policies and practices 
that relate to the Africa–China partnership, starting with agricultural sector. 
In this regard, we will be developing specific streams of work including 
policy research, knowledge generation, management and dissemination.

Focus Areas of the Programme
The short term focus area will be agriculture investment and related issues. 



Planned Activities of the Programme
 
i. Policy research, knowledge generation and documentation. 
ii. Monthly newsletter updating the progress on selected theme of the 

programme, which will be shared among stakeholders. 
iii. Policy dialogue/roundtable to promote informed debate and dialogue.     
iv. Special events such as annual/biennial Africa-China workshop on 

topical issues. The forum will bring together regional, sub-regional, 
national stakeholders both from Africa and China side. 

v. Facilitation of exchange of ideas and knowledge among different 
stakeholders; showcasing best practices; understanding what works 
and what doesn’t work; assessing the progress etc.

vi. Media engagement, policy advocacy, information sharing, networking 
and peer learning among key Africa-China partnership stakeholders in 
Africa & China.

Geographic Focus
While looking at the continent in general, the new programme will start on 
countries from the five sub-regions that have the most Chinese involvement 
in terms of volume and duration.
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